Summary
Medical Charting 
Why? The medical chart of a patient includes a variety of types of "notes" entered by health care professionals, recording observations etc. The maintenance of complete and accurate medical records is a confidential record.  No matter how friendly a person may be, the information shared and discussed during the treatment is absolutely confidential and can never be discussed.  It falls under the patient’s privacy. The medical record should be a full account of a patient’s health status and concerns. www.modernmedical.com
 How does it relate to the skin? Medical charts contain the patient’s preoperative, postoperative, procedure notes and all other confidential information in regards to all the patient’s procedures.   All procedures relate to skin, because our skin is a vascular organ, so even a procedure that was performed on an internal organ would cause changes to the skin, such as general anesthesia used during that surgery. It is important to show the same professionalism in your charting as you do in the delivery of your patient care. www.modernmedicine.com
Where does it typically occur? Charts may be handwritten or computerized charts can be used. Active patient’s charts are kept on site in the medical facility. Non active charts are usually housed in another part of the building or offsite.  States have different guidelines for amounts of time for records to be retained but a major medical malpractice firm recommends keeping patient records of Adult patients for at least 10 years after the patient was lasts seen.
Objectivity is crucial, too. Opinions and criticism have no place in the medical record. www.modernmedicine.com
What causes this?  Charts include personal information and should be stored in an office that can be locked before, during, and after office hours. All medical charts should be kept in an area that only the doctor, nurse, and esthetician performing services should be. Now that medical records are computerized, it is imperative that ongoing safety measures are implemented to prevent security breaches in the patient’s private information. Aim for clarity as well as accuracy in each entry you make. Charting that is unclear can be detrimental to a patient’s well-being and put you and your facility at legal risk. www.modernmedical.com
