Pyruvic acid.

Why? Pyruvic acid is an alpha-keto acid that has keratolytic, antimicrobial, as well as the ability to stimulate new collagen production and elastic fibers formation. Because of its low pKa and its small dimension, 
How does it relate to the skin?  It penetrates rapidly and deeply through the skin, and can be considered a potent chemical peel agent. It has proven its efficacy for the treatment of conditions such as acne, superficial scarring, photo damage, and pigmentary disorders. Pyruvic acid application usually induces intense burning, and the post peeling period is characterized by erythema, desquamation, and, sometimes, crusting.
Where does it typically occur?  This acid is indicated for active acne, oily skin, acne scars, flat warts, photo aging and melisma.
 When? Pyruvic acid induces both epidermal and dermal effects. Can be used on scarring, keloids, photo damage, oily skin, and actinic keratosis.
What causes this? Pyruvic acid is used as a medium to deep chemical peeling agent, in concentrations ranging from 40% to 70%. Its formulations are 40% pyruvic acid solution/gel, 50% pyruvic acid solution/gel, and 60% pyruvic acid solution/gel. Pyruvic acid works hard, metabolizing rapidly during a peel to stimulate collagen production.
