

[bookmark: _GoBack][Type text]	History and Evolution of Electrolysis	 Course 319 Week 15


Subject:  History and Evolution of Electrolysis – Electrolysis hair removal is the only method approved by the FDA for permanent hair removal. It does require multiple sessions to achieve best possible results, but permanent hair removal isn't 100% guaranteed for everyone.

Why? (History):  It wasn’t until 1875 that electrolysis was invented. Dr. Charles Michel, a St. Louis ophthalmologist, devised this system to remove his patients’ painful ingrown eyelashes. Michel’s method is still used today, though with significant technological improvements. It effectively destroys the hair growth cells, preventing further growth. 

How does it relate to the skin?  Electrolysis proved to be a breakthrough discovery. It now boasts the best and longest track record for permanent hair removal. In fact, medical experts agree that electrolysis is the only safe, effective method for removing hair permanently. 

The marketplace is flooded with temporary hair removal methods, such as depilatories, waxing and threading. But they have the same disadvantages as ancient methods, in that the hair grows back. Many of these methods can actually increase hair growth. 

Where does it typically occur?  For permanent hair removal, electrolysis is the only solution. It works almost anywhere on the body. And it’s effective on light or dark hair, as well as all skin tones. 

With today’s ever-evolving technology and treatment protocols, Electrolysis is more effective and comfortable than ever before. 

When? (Implications):  An electric current is applied with a very fine needle-shaped electrode, or metal probe into each hair follicle to destroy the root. There are three types of electrolysis: galvanic, thermolysis and blend.

Hair grows in different stages: growing, resting and shedding. Because all of the hair isn't on the same stage at any given time, multiple sessions are needed to get the hair in the growth phase for electrolysis hair removal to be most effective- just like laser hair removal.  

Who benefits from this?  The Pros
1. It has the best track record. Electrolysis has the best overall results, versus any other method, in ridding hair for long periods of time- or even permanently.
2. Many different hair and skin types can benefit. Because it doesn't target hair pigment (color) like laser, but attacks the follicle itself. People that aren't good candidates for laser can still get electrolysis.

What causes this?  The Cons
1. Bent follicles can make electrolysis hair removal harder. Previous waxing or tweezing can make hair follicles bent or misshapen, and getting the needle to the root more difficult to destroy the follicle.
2. Multiple treatments are needed. You have to truly be committed to electrolysis because you will need anywhere from 15 - 30 sessions, which will take up a considerable amount of your time.
3. Skin can get discolored. This is most likely to occur if it's improperly done.
4. It can be pricey. 
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